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INTRODUCTION:
Bruce Robinson is well known in Perth, Western Australia, and increasingly nationally and internationally, for his concern that current methods of transport are unsustainable. He has worked to bring his concerns to an increasing proportion of the public for the last 25 years.  In that time he has:

· Founded the Australian chapter of the Association for the Study of Peak Oil and Gas (ASPO) in 2005,
· Been a founding Committee member of the STC in 2001, and 

· established the Cyclists’ Action Group in 1979.  
RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS:
For the past 3 years Bruce has been keenly committed to raising the awareness of peak oil at a state and national level. He has attended, out of his own pocket, each of the 5 international ASPO Conferences and has made a presentation on Australian issues at the last 2. Given his contacts within ASPO, he invited the ASPO President, Prof. Kjell Aleklett, to Australia in November 2005 to establish the Australian chapter during a tour of Australian states. Prof. Aleklett’s public seminar in Perth was attended by more than 300 people. A later speaking tour of an overseas speaker organised by Bruce was that of Chris Skrebowski (from both ASPO and ODAC) in September 2006, which also attracted substantial interest from the public and media.
Bruce helped draft the STC’s policy on oil depletion in 2004 and helped initiate a range of ASPO submissions from different working groups to the 2006 Senate Inquiry into Australia’s future oil supplies. He has been the STC representative on DPI’s STEP Fuel Cell Management Committee and has twice visited the University of Petroleum in Beijing to present on peak oil topics.

LEVEL (DEGREE) OF INVOLVEMENT:
Bruce has been the cornerstone of the Cyclists’ Action Group throughout its 25 years and arguably established bicycle advocacy in WA that contributed to establishment of bureaucratic organisations such as Bikewest to oversee and develop bicycle transport.  He has been a tireless and passionate advocate for a better deal for cyclists, taking on roles from providing access to bicycle safety equipment, writing numerous submissions, press releases and letters, ‘nudging’ ministers, governments and bureaucrats, and taking on roles in the national bicycle lobby movement.   

Over the last few years Bruce’s activism has evolved to highlighting our looming Oil Vulnerability and pressing for pre-emptive action at all levels.  Again, he is leading the movement, not afraid to push the issue before it has gained political acceptance.  He frequently talks knowledgably and persuasively on the issue at seminars and to ministers and senior bureaucrats.  He was involved in running the STC’s “Beyond Oil” conference early in 2003 and represents oil vulnerability and non-motorised transport on the STC committee.  His persistence is leading to a groundswell of concern and support, even in political circles, and was arguably instrumental in establishment of the Transport Energy Taskforce. 

In 2003 Bruce was awarded a Centenary Medal for "service to the promotion and advancement of cycling as an effective mode of transport." He received a Commendation in the 2004 STC Sustainable Transport Awards. 
GRASSROOTS INTERACTION:

With a few enthusiasts, Bruce founded the Cyclists' Action Group early in 1979 following the second oil crisis and he compiled its first submission, to the WA Government "Energy Use in Transport" inquiry. Since then, the Cyclists' Action Group has continued to be a small but effective "ginger-group", tactfully nudging governments and departments to do more for bicycle transport.      

In the early days of the Cyclists’ Action Group, Bruce realised the deficiency in bicycle safety equipment available in WA so took it upon himself to source and import or design and manufacture equipment such as helmets, reflective vests and anklets, safety flags, and high visibility lights.

Bruce, amongst others, has represented the Cyclists' Action Group on the WA Bicycle Policy Committee and its successors, 

Bruce is not easily swayed and has accumulated considerable knowledge on bicycle infrastructure and lately, oil vulnerability.  Coupled with his critical mind, passionate persistence, and daily use of bicycle infrastructure all over Perth, he has ensured that Government knows it is being watched closely.  Never afraid to speak up and expose inadequacies and inertia, he has gained considerable ‘healthy respect’ amongst bureaucrats.

EFFECTIVENESS IN TRANSPORT AWARENESS:

Bruce has, arguably, been instrumental in gaining Perth’s relatively good level of bicycle infrastructure and funding, which outshines most other cities in Australia.  He supported the 1985 Perth Bikeplan developed by Ian Ker and Paul Tricholo under the guidance of Stuart Hicks. The formation of Bikewest in 1987 as a result of the Bikeplan was another milestone for cyclists, as was the 1996 Perth Bicycle Network plan.  Many of the plans have been destined to lie on shelves gathering dust, and Bruce has endeavoured (with others in the bicycle movement) to get them implemented.

The Perth Bicycle Network has been responsible for significant increases in cycling.  However, Bruce continues to argue for greater equity for bicycle relative to car transport, supported by crash statistics and its benefits in air quality, health and exercise, road congestion and safety, oil use, greenhouse emissions, improved amenity and safety of neighbourhoods, and provision of lower cost personal transport and enhanced general mobility.

The general increase in bicycle lobbying and activism over the last two decades, which arguably began with Bruce’s establishment of the Cyclists’ Action Group has spawned the establishment of the Bicycle Transportation Alliance, which has over 600 members, and which in turn supports many local Bicycle User Groups to provide lobbying focus and promotional activity at the community level.   

SUSTAINING INVOLVEMENT:

Bruce has led tirelessly the campaign for a better deal for cyclists since 1979, and continues to do so.  This is an open-ended campaign and requires, and benefits considerably from, the persistence and continuity that Bruce provides.  This keeps Government accountable in the area, particularly important with the comings and goings of Governments and bureaucrats.

During his 24 years of activism, Bruce’s enthusiasm has empowered and challenged many people to think critically about bicycle conditions and what can be done in their own patches.  He has also provided a strong focal point for the ongoing campaign to get a better deal for cycling and thus access the significant environmental benefits from increasing the transport mode share of cycling.  
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