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Fuelling Food in WA

How will we eat when oil runs low?
At the University Club, UWA, Friday 3rd October 2008

The era of cheap oil is coming to an end as the world’s oil production peaks.

Years of low transport costs have encouraged the food industry to buy from more distant
suppliers and produce foods in distant factories. The resources boom has pushed labour
costs up, further encouraging food production and processing to move elsewhere.

Now, more than 70% of our food is imported from the eastern states and overseas, while
more than 70% of the food we produce is exported.

As oil prices rise, how much food can WA farmers produce? Can we go on paying freight
costs? Will new food processing factories open? Should the government initiate a much
stronger buy local campaign? Will we change to a lower carbon diet?



Program

ACTIVITY

Conference registration and coffee

Chair - Richard Denniss

Aboriginal Greeting - Welcome to Country — Ken Collard

Conference opening - Minister for Agriculture & Food to be invited post election

SESSION ONE — OIL DEPLETION AND INPUT COSTS TO AGRICULTURE

10:10 am | Jeremy Gilbert “What does the future for food hold in terms of transport energy supplies?”

11:10 am | Peter McEwen “Implications of increased oil costs on other agricultural inputs.”

11:50 am | Ross Kingwell et al “What do our bioeconomic models tell us about how farming will cope?”

12:30 pm | Lunch

1:30 pm | David Bedbrook “How will practical farmers cope with increased input costs?”
SESSION TWO — OIL DEPLETION AND THE COST OF DELIVERING FOOD IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

2:10 pm | Ken Lewsey ARG “Reducing oil use in the supply lines — the battle to save the wheatbelt railways.”

2:50 pm | David Hughes “Qil depletion and food distribution.”

3:30 pm | Afternoon Tea

3:50 pm | Panel discussion: Implications of increased oil costs for agriculture and the food chain

4:30 pm | Conference Resolutions (Draft resolutions distributed at registration)

5:00 pm | Conference Conclusion — Richard Denniss

Registration Form piease complete a separate form for each person attending the forum

Personal Details
Title MrS/MS/IMISS/IVIF NAIME: .......iiiiiiiieeiiiiiiieeeassieiireesassssssssreesnnsssssstereaanssssssssteesnssssssssssesnnnsssssssmennnnnsssnssrnnnnn
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Tax Invoice

On receipt of your payment this registration form becomes a tax invoice. ABN: 3598 247 6107

Forum Registration:
Registrations must be received by 5:00pm Wednesday, 24th September.
Fees include morning and afternoon tea, lunch and forum materials.

Early Bird Registration $220 inc GST Emissions associated with the
Last chance 31st August _ organisation of this event will be
Corporate and Government $250 inc GST offset through WA biodiversity
Conservation Council of WA & STC Supporters $66 inc GST regeneration projects

Be quick! Only 80 discount tickets available

Payment

| enclose my cheque/money order for $ (made payable to the Conservation Council of WA)

Or please debit $.. from (pl tick) I:l Visa I:l Mastercard

v J000 0000 0000 0000 seryece

Signature:.. . . Date:

Conservation Council of WA 2 Delhi Street, West Perth 6005 or FAX to (08) 9420 7273.
For further information go to www.stcwa.org.au or email food@conservationwa.asn.au




