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NOMINATION FOR OUTSTANDING INDIVIDUAL:  
PROFESSOR PETER NEWMAN
It is my pleasure to nominate Professor Peter Newman for the award of Outstanding Individual in the 2007 Western Australian Sustainable Transport Awards.

Both as an undergraduate at Murdoch University, and as a long time resident of Perth, I have  been astonished to discover only recently how much of a role Professor Newman has played in working to maintain the vitality and viability of Western Australia.  His influence in moving WA towards true sustainability for the future has been pervasive, yet not always known or recognized.  

It is particularly worthy to note, given that one of the greatest obstacles in effecting a transition from a traditional way of life to a more sustainable way of living, is that of having sufficient time available to do so, Professor Newman has maintained his focus for our state for over thirty years.  

With a view to the themes of this year’s awards, I would like to highlight four areas in which Professor Newman has worked progressively to enable WA to remain viable in to the future, and meet its global responsibility towards sustainability.  These areas demonstrate Professor Newman’s role in two sustainable transport ventures, initiatives to reduce carbon emissions and the conduct of education, policy development and promotion of sustainability in WA.

Perth’s Railways – Recognition of, and Preparation for, the Future

“[Professor Peter Newman’s] research–based advocacy… was of enormous assistance in helping convince governments of the merits of rail and the need to place transport in the context of sustainability principles.”

Professor Geoff Gallop, Premier of Western Australia 2001 - 2006

Professor Newman’s awareness of the need for WA to prepare for a time beyond the end of cheap and affordable oil could be said to have occurred serendipitously, as a result of his being in California at the time of the world oil shocks in the 1970s, and witnessing the collapse of America’s assumed way of life.  His experience of the gravity of such events spurred a persistence of vision to ensure WA would survive similar shocks.

From the end of this year, Perth’s extensive electrified railway lines are expected to record almost 60 million passenger boardings annually.  Extensive planning for, and investment in, this key mode of public transport provision significantly assists WA’s ability to continue thriving in an era of declining oil production.  Yet it is extraordinary to contemplate that such provisions for the future, but for the intervention of Professor Newman, may not have occurred.  
The late 1970s was a time of reckoning for passenger rail in Perth.  The service was old, expensive to operate, and had lost relevance as Perth became increasing automobile dependent.  In 1979 the Fremantle passenger line was shut down, destined to be replaced with a bus way.  Had this decision remained in place, it potentially heralded the closure of all of Perth’s remaining passenger train lines.

In the face of the state government’s declaration that “opposition to its decision…. was futile”, Professor Newman convened the “Friends of the Railways” (FOR), and campaigned for the reopening and electrification of the Fremantle rail line on the grounds of reducing oil vulnerability, containing urban sprawl, and addressing social justice and environmental concerns.

The principal elements behind the remarkable success of FOR in reinstating the Fremantle line were its ability to tap in to public concerns about Perth’s sustainability in to the future, and that the group was comprised, in part, of several academics who, as a result of being students of Professor Newman, were ahead of their time in understanding the true costs and impacts of the various transportation modes.  This knowledge was key in FOR’s disputation of the government’s over-estimation of the cost of modernizing our rail lines through electrification, and keeping the hope of reinstating and reinvigorating rail alive.
As a result of one of the most successful public campaigns in our state’s history, the Fremantle train line was reopened in 1983, and Perth’s train lines were fully electrified by 1992.
Professor Newman continued his push for the expansion of the metropolitan train system, and attention was turned to development of a major public transport corridor to the north of the city.  Initially support from consultants favoured a bus way, however this was successfully overturned when a study, again involving Professor Newman, highlighted greatly over-estimated costs for a new rail line, and warned of future CBD road and passenger congestion if a bus way proceeded.

In 1988, the State Government approved a southern rail extension.  Professor Newman’s expertise again influenced the final outcome for this rail line, by advocating away from the original plan that was to have utilized large sections of the existing Fremantle track and run the line through Kenwick, to instead build the line down the Kwinana Freeway median.  The new Perth to Mandurah rail line will be fully operational by the end of 2007.

Please see the following supplementary references (attached):
1. Professor Jeff Kenworthy, Institute of Sustainability and Technology Policy, Murdoch University
(Principal Reference)

2. Peter Tagliaferri, Mayor, City of Fremantle
(Commendation)
3. Professor John Taplin, formerly WA Director General of Transport 1982 to 1990
(A Perspective On Professor Peter Newman’s Advocacy of Urban Rail)
Hydrogen Fuel Cell Bus Trial: Innovation and Verve

Western Australia, through sheer size and the nature of its development, is heavily dependent on oil-based transportation.  The future of transport technology is not easily determined, and Professor Newman has been at the forefront in encouraging the State Government to investigate and invest in alternative and lower emission fuels and vehicle technologies.

As an Advisor to the Premier, Professor Newman played a key role in introducing the idea of trialing hydrogen fuel cell buses to the Minister for Planning & Infrastructure, and massaging the proposal’s passage through Cabinet.  In 2004, Perth participated in a Hydrogen Fuel Cell Bus Trial (the only non-European city to do so).   The trial was endorsed by both the United Nations Environment Program and its Industrial Development Organisation.  Professor Newman was a member of the Steering Committee that planned the trials, and thereafter supervised studies of the social impact of hydrogen technology.  

The Hydrogen Fuel Cell Bus Trial demonstrated the reliability and fuel-efficiency of this form of public transportation, and was a valuable contribution to the international trial of this technology, and its further development.  From a Western Australian point of view, participation in the trial played an important role in informing a transport energy strategy for the future, and suggested possible export opportunities for domestic industry.  

The Western Australian Government’s Sustainable Transport Energy Program (STEP) was recognized with the Government Innovation award at the Sustainable Transport Awards in 2004.  The Hydrogen Fuel Cell Bus Trial was a key initiative of STEP in its attempts to reduce the state’s dependency on oil, and address climate change with its zero emissions technology.  

Please see the following supplementary reference (attached):

1.
Additional Contributions to Nomination:
Professor Philip Jennings, Professor of Energy Studies, Murdoch University

Reduction in CO2 Emissions – Working Smarter

Professor Newman’s pervasive influence in the development of Perth’s railways has facilitated the means for significant contributions in reduction of carbon emissions.  An extensive and efficient rail system encourages concentrated development along main public transport corridors, mixed land use thereof enabling commuters to incorporate several reasons to travel in to one trip, and offers a viable transport alternative in an era of increasing travel costs and road congestion (the new southern rail will travel 72 kilometres in 48 minutes).  

From a wider sustainability perspective, the attractiveness of concentrating development around a comprehensive rail system results in less greenfield development, and its supporting road infrastructure and requirement for additional cars, and works actively to counter ever increasing generation of CO2 emissions.

Recognizing that our sustainability principals and initiatives could be undermined by climate change, Professor Newman released a pivotal paper, “A Carbon Neutral Country – what would it take?” in 2007.  This paper proposes a National Carbon Fund, enabled by a fair and reasonable levy on primary users of fossil fuels (power plants, industries, gas providers and oil companies), who may, alternatively, elect to reduce consumption of fossil fuels by way of introducing new efficiencies and non carbon fuels.  

The National Carbon Fund would then be available for projects that can demonstrate zero or negative CO2, and to provide significant funding for further research and development in this area.  

Professor Newman’s proposal would enable Australia to develop markets for reduced greenhouse gas products, efficiency technology, renewable energy and reduced fossil fuel-based transportation alternatives, as well as create competition between industry, business and cities and see Australia emerge as a global leader in climate change response.

Please see the following supplementary reference (attached):

1.
“A Carbon Neutral Country - What Would It Take?

Sustaining Contributions

Professor Newman’s interest in sustainability was sharpened by his personal experience of oil shocks in America, and his early exposure to M. King Hubbert’s Peak Oil theory.

A Foundation Lecturer with Murdoch University, Professor Newman went on to establish the Institute of Sustainability and Technology Policy, now one of the world’s leading sustainability research centres.  

A Fremantle City Councillor from 1976 to 1980, Professor Newman worked on many sustainability issues including the retention of Fremantle’s heritage buildings and fostering medium density housing developments. These were part of a broader plan to revitalise the city and address population decline.  

Professor Newman continued to work with, and within, all levels of government.  From 2001 to 2003 he was Director of the Sustainability Policy Unit, Department of the Premier and Cabinet and is responsible for the development of Western Australia’s State Sustainability Strategy: ‘Hope for the Future: The Western Australian State Sustainability Strategy’.  This was the first such strategy produced in the world.

As chair of the Sustainability Roundtable, Professor Newman oversees implementation of the State Sustainability Strategy, fosters partnerships with local government, community and industry, develops regional sustainability strategies and monitors progress of sustainability markers for the state as a whole.  

Professor Newman was awarded a Centenary Medal for Planning and Sustainability in 2004.

Please see the following supplementary references (attached):

1. Geoff Gallop, Premier of Western Australia 2001 to 2006
(Support for nomination)

2. Brian Fleay statement 
(Support for nomination)

3. Professor John Yovich AM, Vice Chancellor, Murdoch : Press Release
4. Curriculum Vitae

5. State Sustainability Strategy : Sustainability Framework  (2 pages)

It has been said of Professor Peter Newman that he has played a “prophetic role” in seeing the future in terms of the limits to our ability to continue powering our lives on fossil fuels, consuming vast amounts of resources, including land, and the earth’s ability to survive uncontrolled growth, and articulated a persistence of vision to try to ensure that our state would survive in to the future.  
Now a distinguished Emeritus Professor, Peter’s profile is higher than ever, as a sought after national and international sustainability expert, with several media appearances in the last six months alone (ABC’s Catalyst and Difference of Opinion: Running on Empty, and Channel 7’s Today Tonight:  Save Our State), invitations to appear on the same platform as Al Gore, and with three books due to be released over the next year.  

On this, the eve of the 25th anniversary of the historical feat of resurrecting our city’s railway system against almost impossible odds, it is fitting that Professor Peter Newman’s work to inspire interest in sustainable transportation, sustainable cities, a sustainable state and a sustainable world be recognized.
DIANA RYAN
BPlanning
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