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Introduction

Dongara and Port Denison are located within the Shire of Irwin, approximately 360km north of Perth. The Shire has a population of around 3500 residents. The rapid developing area features beautiful beaches, a marina in Port Denison, the Irwin River estuary and adjacent farmland.

Walk Trails and Dual Use Footpaths

Over the past years footpaths and walk trails in the twin towns of Dongara and Port Denison have continued to extend. Currently pedestrians and cyclists can walk or ride from South Beach in Port Denison to the Race Course and North Shore Estates north of Dongara.

The walkways consist of dual use concrete footpaths in most areas, boardwalks along the Irwin River Estuary and gravel walkways along the Irwin River nature trail. Care is taken that new developments incorporate footpaths into the road design to ensure a safe environment for pedestrians and children is maintained into the future.
The installation of user-friendly footpaths, boardwalks and steps to look-out points allows the public to enter sensitive areas without trampling on and degrading vegetation, which in the long term could lead to erosion. It also encourages the public to walk or ride bicycles to reduces traffic and it promotes social interaction and exercising, leading to a healthier community. 

Walkways, boardwalks and lookouts are popular with tourists and locals alike. The walkways are well used, particularly in the mornings and evenings by members of the community of all ages. Children and parents walk or ride to school, locals and visitors use them to maintain their fitness and pensioners ride their gofers along the paths into town. 
Features and Sites of Interest

The Obelisk at the Fisherman’s Memorial Lookout is a heritage listed monument that offers panoramic views over the harbour and surrounds. At this site a local community group, the Townscape Committee, carried out a project involving the construction of timber decking as viewing platform. The decking was shaped in the outline of a boat. The decking and stairs protect the vegetation and the Coast Care Group has successfully replanted natural vegetation to the immediate surrounding area. The spot is a major tourist attraction with breathtaking views of the harbour. 
Council also constructed a new lookout on the sand dunes behind surf beach. It can be accessed from the west via a series of timber steps or from the north via a gravel walk trail.
To make walking more interesting various educational walk ways have been installed by the Irwin District Historical Society and the Shire, such as the Port Irwin Shipwreck Walk: Port Irwin was a bustling port until the advent of the Railway and most goods were freighted by ship. The Historical Society installed plaques along the Port Irwin Shipwreck Walk path in Port Denison Marina area to commemorating some of the shipwrecks and mishaps that occurred in the past along the Irwin Coast.
The Heritage Trail is an other educational walk that was designed and implemented by the Irwin District Historical Society and the Shire. This 1.6 kilometre walk features 28 heritage listed buildings and provides more information on the local history. Booklets, which give the chronicle of each of the buildings, are available at the Visitors Information Centre.
To liven up some of the footpath hand painted stencils depicting designs of marine life and youth activities were added to the Ocean Drive walkway. This project was undertaken in collaboration between the local school, Blue Ocean Gallery and the Shire of Irwin, and sponsored by the Community Arts Network of WA.

For the future Council plans to build a footbridge across the western end of the Irwin River to close the walking loop and to allow the Port Denison children easier access to the school which is located in Dongara.

