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Metropolitan Region Scheme amendment 1055/33: proposed deletion of Fremantle Eastern Bypass

The Sustainable Transport Coalition (STC) is a coalition of local governments and community-based organisations promoting sustainable transport in Perth and throughout Western Australia.

The proposed deletion of the Fremantle Eastern Bypass reservation in the Metropolitan Region Scheme raises issues concerning the sustainability of Perth's transport system.  The increasing level of freight movement is generating community concern and environmental impacts.  It is important that freight transport is better managed.

Better management of freight transport should include:

· Moving more freight by rail and so reducing reliance upon road transport

· Transport network changes should not induce greater road traffic - any major road project or improvement should be subject to transport impact assessment including consideration of induced traffic

· A level playing field should be sought, which means addressing barriers to greater use of rail and subsidies for road freight

· Better land use and transport integration must be sought to enhance the transport system and reduce its impacts

· We need to act to reduce consumption as this is the driver for unsustainable resource use and increasing freight transport task

The State Government's Freight Network Review is progressing some of these strategies.  The proposed deletion of the Fremantle Eastern Bypass and the alternative road upgrades have followed the review.  Arguments have been put for and against the deletion, the STC does not have a position either way but does want to see reform of the transport system to promote sustainability.

Oil vulnerability is an important issue here.  Changes to the Metropolitan Region Scheme should look at the long-term implications of any change.  Freight and passenger transport in metropolitan Perth is largely dependent upon oil, yet it is likely that global demand for oil will exceed supply in the coming decades.  This could mean more expensive and less secure oil supplies, making our transport system vulnerable to supply shocks and putting our economy and communities at a disadvantage.

At the WA Beyond Oil conference, held in February, speakers from government, community, academia and the business sector emphasised the looming oil supply gap and some of its implications.  At the conference the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure Hon. Alannah MacTiernan MLA said a strategic response is needed, making the transition to a transport system less dependent upon oil.  Some papers from the conference are attached.

Perth has an expansive road network already, adding greater capacity to the network could lead to greater dependence on motor vehicle based transport and oil.  The potential for induced traffic should be considered in road planning.  The predict and provide model used in the past is not appropriate given current and looming challenges e.g. oil decline, carbon constraint, urban air pollution, transport disadvantage.  A demand management approach is needed for freight and passenger movement to make Perth more sustainable.

Members of the STC will be happy to brief the WAPC and its staff on oil depletion issues at a convenient time to both parties.

Yours sincerely,
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David Bennett

Convenor
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