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24 February 2003

Ms Sharon Walsh

WA Greenhouse Task Force

C/- Office of the Minister for Environment and Heritage

29th Floor, 77 St. George's Terrace

PERTH WA 6000

Dear Ms Walsh

Western Australia and Greenhouse

Climate change due to society's greenhouse gas emissions is a critical issue with profound implications.  The State Government must take action to reduce emissions and adapt to change.

The Sustainable Transport Coalition WA brings together local governments and community organisations to promote transport reform for a sustainable future.  Transport is a significant source of emissions and must be addressed in the government's response to greenhouse.  The STC makes the following comments in response to the Task Force's Issues Paper.

• Time for action

There is solid evidence that global warming due to anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions has already affected the Earth's climate.  There is significant agreement in scientific and policy circles that the enhanced greenhouse effect will have major impacts on the climate, and therefore natural ecosystems, agriculture, infrastructure and settlements.  Since the late 1980s successive State Governments have established advisory bodies, issued discussion papers and drafted strategies but failed to take much substantive action.  This government should accept the problem and take action now.

There are many actions that would help reduce greenhouse emissions and also address other issues, and can be implemented now.  The National Greenhouse Strategy and draft State Sustainability Strategy both include important measures that should be implemented now - though the emphasis should be on emission reduction not simply more research.

• Transport emissions and sustainability

Transport contributes about 14% of Australia's net greenhouse gas emissions, primarily from combustion of fossil fuel in road transport.  Emissions from transport increase by 24% between 1990 and 2000.  Transport accounts for a similar proportion of WA's emissions (1995 figure reported by Transport, Urban Land Use and Planning Working Group 1999).

Transport emissions are an important contributor to state and national emissions.  Private car travel and road freight generate most emissions from the transport sector and also add to other problems including urban air pollution, pressure on the road network, dependence on oil and sprawling urban growth.  Tackling private car use and road freight offers opportunities to enhance environmental, social and economic wellbeing through sustainable solutions.

The key transport reforms advocated by the STC are:

· Reducing dependence on the car for personal (passenger) trips through measures to discourage unnecessary car travel, shift the burden of cost from car ownership to car use (user pays based charges or taxes), marketing travel alternatives and investing much more in enhancing those alternatives.

· Managing land use to reduce the need for travel, including redeveloping parts of urban Perth to provide a mix of housing choices and integrating employment location, housing and green transport, and locating freight generating land uses on road and rail corridors;

· Managing freight transport to increase the share of freight carried by rail, reduce the road safety and community impacts of heavy road haulage and innovating logistics and local production strategies to reduce freight movements;

· Shifting to renewable energy sources, where gas may be a transition fuel and hydrogen or biofuels may be alternative fuels in a much more energy efficient motorised transport system.

• Government leadership

The Issues Paper says the State Government must provide leadership, we agree.  The government has taken some positive steps to address greenhouse gas emissions from its transport related activities but more needs to be done.

In its own operations the government should:

· Require major trip generators, including educational institutions, hospitals, recreation venues and government agency workplaces, to implement green transport plans.  These plans should ensure practical measures to reduce car commuting by staff and visitors e.g. produce access guide, provide adequate bike parking, facilitate telework, reduce free/all-day car parking.

· Review its vehicle fleet policy to reduce unnecessary provision of vehicles to employees, promote efficient use of fleet vehicles and increase the energy efficiency and use of lower emission fuels in the fleet (e.g. LPG vehicles).

· Undertake impact assessments for proposals and policies that could increase transport emissions, e.g. school rationalisation, relocation of government offices, fuel price controls, so that transport and greenhouse implications are identified and considered in decision-making.

The State Government should also demonstrate leadership by:

· Improving travel alternatives by directing more of the transport budget to greener modes.  As well as extending the urban rail network, there is a need to enhance bus services (frequency, directness and reliability), cycle networks (including completion of Perth Bicycle Network stage 2) and regional passenger transport.

· Shifting more passenger trips to walking, cycling and public transport through the TravelSmart initiative.  Funding should be increased so that more than half Perth's population is involved by 2010.

· Facilitating transport of more freight by rail through improvements to rail infrastructure and intermodal facilities and tackling subsidies for road freight.  The freight review process used in Perth could be extended to regional areas.

· Developing a transport energy strategy for WA and supporting the transition to less carbon intensive fuels through research, incentives and use in the government fleet (moves in this direction have started under the Sustainable Transport Energy initiative).

· Planning and regulating land use to reduce travel demand, including a growth management strategy for Perth (the current strategic plan is pro-sprawl and outdated), urban village developments, access based locational policy and regional parking policy.  Effective implementation of these policies in the approvals process is critical.

• Report and review

Greenhouse gas emissions should be monitored and public reported regularly.  This should be used, together with evaluation of actions taken and climate change research, to enhance the state's greenhouse response.  Carbon emissions should be part of a broader set of triple bottom line indicators against which government agencies report, and against which the wellbeing of the state is assessed.

The STC looks forward to seeing the State Government commit to practical actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, including transport related emissions.  This must include action by government itself, serious consideration of greenhouse implications in planning and decision-making by government and greater efforts to support awareness and behaviour change throughout the community.

Yours sincerely,
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David Bennett

Convenor
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