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SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT COALITION

Dr David Bennett, Convenor

P O Box 217 North Fremantle WA 6159

Tel: 0438 210251

Phone/fax: (08) 9433 6518

nrmc@ozemail.com.au
Web Page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SustainableTransportCoalition

Sunday, May 04, 2003
Dr Don Martin

Department of Resources Development

PO Box 7606

Cloisters Square

Perth WA 6850

Dear Don 

TOWARDS A STATE LIME SUPPLY STRATEGY

COMMENTS ON DRAFT DOCUMENT

The Sustainable Transport Coalition is a community-based coalition advocating sustainable transport.  It is seeking transport and land use that facilitates access, protects the environment and promotes community.  We are fully aware of the importance of lime to the agricultural soils of Western Australia and the need to move it from the deposits to the paddocks.  But we have the following concerns:

Fuel prices

Lime use in agriculture is closely related to costs of transportation.  However, the Strategy does not adequately consider the impact of rising fuel costs on lime demand and the consequent effects on the agricultural economy.  Viable transportation distances and thus the long term viability of some extraction locations need to be considered against this scenario.  Fuel prices are likely to continue rising rapidly, now that global production, but not demand, for oil is peaking (see US Geological Survey at: http://geopubs.wr.usgs.gov/open-file/of00-320/).  Increased fuel prices will affect the economics of lime use, the viability of sourcing it from some locations, and the viability of trucking it.  We believe the Strategy should consider the impact of the large rises in fuel prices that are likely and explore ways to sustain a viable lime supply industry for agriculture.  Indeed we see the need to review the whole transport sector as it relates to the agricultural industries of the South-West.  A thorough analysis of cartage volumes into and out of the wheatbelt under escalating fuel prices will, we believe, lead to a rejuvenation of railways and a reduction in the need for road upgrades.

Lime transport 

Lime transport by truck is a major social and environmental issue.  Trucking lime has important local impacts, such as dust, noise, vibration, traffic, increased accident potential, and road damage.  Proximity of potential extraction sites to alternative transport options, namely shipping and rail should therefore be a prime evaluation criterion, particularly also in view of rising fuel prices (above). The STC favours integration of land use planning for lime extraction with transport planning, including the development of new rail linkages.  The proposed investigation of an integrated lime transport strategy (13.1.7) should therefore be integrated with land use planning.  The integrated lime transport strategy should consider the external costs of road transport, such as road repair, noise, dust, congestion, casualties and other accidents when evaluating transport options and the location of extraction sites.  This is also in line with recommendations of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development 2001 (see: http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/csd9/chsum-msd.htm). 

Yours sincerely

Dr David Bennett

Convener

The Sustainable Transport Coalition represents the interests of those who wish to use alternative forms of transport to the motor car.  The Coalition includes bicycle, pedestrian, public transport, health and disadvantaged interests.      
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